
Sword Fern  
Polystichum munitum © Starflower Foundation 2006 

New 
fronds 
unfold 
among 
older 

leaves. 

This evergreen fern grows in clumps that can reach 5’ tall and 6’ wide. 
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PNW Native Plant 
PPNC: 421 
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Leaflets have a 
thumb where they 
attach to the stem.  
Round sori are ar-
ranged in two lines 
on the back of the 
leaflets, turning 
brown in fall.    
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