
PNW Native Plant 
PPNC: 404 

© Starflower Foundation 2006 

Hardstem Bulrush 
Also called Tule 

Scirpus acutus 

A similar 
species, called 

Softstem 
Bulrush, has 
softer stems 
and reddish- 
brown seed 

heads. 
Scirpus validus 

Flowers and seeds occur at 
the end of stalks in scaly,  

oval spikelets.  
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Stiff stems are round and taper 
from 3/4” diameter to pointed 

tips, which carry the seedheads.  

This herbaceous perennial grows in 
colonies from rhizomes  
and reaches 8’-10’ tall. 
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